
From e-learning to m-learning…and more



10 years ago, before tablets and mobile devices became commonplace, I designed digital content using HTML,

Javascript and a bit of flash. My first major project was the OEP e-learning component, which consisted of developing

60 hours of online English language learning material.

Based on this work, I wrote one of my earliest papers:

Implementation and Evaluation of the E-learning Component...
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http://web4learning.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/e-learning_system_kfupm.pdf


Each learning module in the OEP e-learning component had a number of activities. Functionality was simple –

dropdown menus, radio buttons, check boxes, hyperlinks, split screen – but there was more design freedom than with

later authoring packages. Here are some of examples.

drag and drop activities

gap fill / dropdowns / split screen 

a simple Flash activity

selecting key text
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This project resulted in two papers:

• From a pedagogical perspective – Using Webquests and Electronic Journals to Cultivate Writing Skills

• From an instructional design perspective - Using Rapid Prototyping for Online Materials Development

At the Higher Colleges of Technology, I developed similar materials. The screenshots below show some sample

learning activities from the “Proudly Emirati” project.

picture matching activity

guided writing activity

4

http://web4learning.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/cultivating_real_writers.pdf
http://ejournal.hct.ac.ae/article/using-rapid-prototyping-for-online-learning-materials-design/


With widespread use of mobile devices, creating digital content became more complex due to 1) different platforms and

2) the need for ever more content. I began using authoring tools like Articulate, Softchalk and Camtasia, which helped

make the creation of digital content easier.These screenshots show learning materials developed using Softchalk.
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And for a professional look, I used Articulate (Engage and Storyline) and Camtasia to develop faculty training 

materials. The screenshots below are from some sample courses.
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Having used and administered courses on learning management systems for the last 10 years, I have built up a

love/hate relationship with them! I’ve been mainly using WebCT/Blackboard, but also have experience with Moodle

and some more open platforms such as Edmodo and WordPress. I generally prefer to blend open and closed systems.

The project with our Liberal Studies department is a good example – open WordPress and closed Blackboard.

For more, see my paper Blending open and closed LMS… 7

http://ejournal.hct.ac.ae/article/blending-open-and-closed-learning-management-systems-in-a-liberal-studies-programme/


Having been frustrated with LMS in the late 2000s, I started used

web-based tools to design and deliver learning materials.

Underpinning these materials were innovating pedagogies such as

maker culture, crowd learning and seamless learning.

One was sean’s blog @ SHC, which consisted of a series of videos

and activities built around grammar points. Student interaction with

the blog was a key part of the learning strategy.
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https://seanshc.wordpress.com/


Another example was web2English, which used a wide range of web-based tools and resources.This was a fully online course.

These two projects resulted in a number of publications such as: (1), (2), (3), (4)
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http://web2english.wordpress.com/
http://web4learning.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/new-elearning1.pdf
http://www.tesl-ej.org/wordpress/issues/volume17/ej66/ej66int/
http://www.tesl-ej.org/wordpress/issues/volume15/ej58/ej58int/
http://journals.hbmsu.ac.ae/Pages/Articles.aspx?AID=244&IID=56


Video is a great way to reflect on your teaching practice. This short video, made by the centre of teaching and 

learning, shows me demonstrating how to deliver a tech-based lesson. All students have laptops, and Microsoft 

Encarta, Edmodo and the interactive whiteboard are the learning technologies featured.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtzlJxBN2ms#t=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtzlJxBN2ms#t=10


eLearning in Action was the brand I

developed while working as educational

technology coordinator at the Higher

Colleges of Technology (HCT).

This site, which combined learning

resources with posts about the latest

educational technology trends, was

aimed at enhancing the educational

technology skills of faculty at HCT.
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There were also two other components to

eLearning in Action: the annual

conference and the HCT Educational

Technology Series of books. The 7th

version of the conference (2013) had 40

presentations and was attended by over

320 delegates.

Stemming from this conference in 2012, I

started the HCT Educational Technology

Series, a book of articles by educators

featuring practical use of educational

technology in and out of the classroom. I

was series editor for two further editions

in 2013 and 2014.

2012 2013
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http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2012/articles/index.asp
http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2013/articles/index.asp
http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2012/articles/index.asp
http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2012/articles/index.asp
http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2013/articles/index.asp
http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2013/articles/index.asp


As part of a Higher Colleges of Technology team, I collaborated with Oxford University Press in the development of

their EFL e-textbooks.

From this collaboration, I was invited to be a

guest blogger on their OUP ELT Global website.

Click here to see my contributions.

At a more academic level, I presented a paper at

the iHCI conference outlining the problems with

current e-textbooks and giving some suggestions

for improving their interactivity.

Click here for paper.

13

http://oupeltglobalblog.com/tag/sean-dowling/
https://web4learning.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/etextbook_interactivity.pdf


Combining the use of Microsoft OneNote with

interactive whiteboards, I was able to combine

traditional teaching methodologies with newer,

IT-based ones, thereby allowing more dynamic

blended-learning experiences to be created.
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My recent publications are as follows:

Editor:

HCT Educational Technology series (HCT Press) – Series Editor (2012, 2013, 2014)

Author:

2014: eTextbook interactivity

2014: eTextbooks – New Directions in Learning Resources

2014: Going beyond traditional e-learning methods to create more constructivist, collaborative learning experiences

2013: Using Blogs to Share Learner-Generated Content

2013: Substitution to Redefinition: The Challenges of Using Technology

2012: Digital Learning Spaces – an alternative to traditional Learning Management Systems?

2012: Blending Open and Closed Learning Management Systems in a Liberal Studies Course

2012: Open Learning Management Systems – a Case Study

2011: Web-based learning – Moving from learning islands to learning environments

2011: Using Rapid Prototyping for Online Materials Development

To see a full list of my publications and details, please visit http://web4learning.net/publications/.

And for more about me, please visit my blog at http://web4learning.net/. 

15

http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2012/articles/index.asp
http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2013/articles/index.asp
https://web4learning.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/etextbook_interactivity.pdf
http://web4learning.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/etextbooks.pdf
http://web4learning.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/new-elearning1.pdf
http://www.tesl-ej.org/wordpress/issues/volume17/ej66/ej66int/
http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2013/articles/Chell-Dowling2.pdf
http://journals.hbmsu.ac.ae/Pages/Articles.aspx?AID=244&IID=56
http://ejournal.hct.ac.ae/article/blending-open-and-closed-learning-management-systems-in-a-liberal-studies-programme/
http://shct.hct.ac.ae/events/edtechpd2012/articles/Open_Learning_Management_Systems.pdf
http://www.tesl-ej.org/wordpress/issues/volume15/ej58/ej58int/
http://ejournal.hct.ac.ae/article/using-rapid-prototyping-for-online-learning-materials-design/
http://web4learning.net/publications/
http://web4learning.net/

